
Lemon Bay AP Literature Writing Expectations:   

As academic writers, you are required to produce quality written work; therefore, we must follow basic expectations. 

The following concepts have been taught and reviewed. For every formal paper and essay, you must review this 

sheet as a reminder of what you need to avoid in academic writing. A paper containing any of these errors will 

receive an automatic letter-grade reduction-- no matter the quality of the writing or ideas.  Please ask me in advance 

if you are unsure about a concept.  Thank you - I am looking forward to your papers.  BP  

 Using second person “you” and any forms of “you”  in literary analysis 

 

 Not writing about literature in present tense 

 

 Improper MLA formatting (papers must be double-spaced, Times New Roman, size 12 font, .5 margin in 

top right, 1 inch margins) 

 

 Unnecessary “ I” statements such as “I think,” “ I feel,”  “I believe,” “ In my  opinion” … 

 

 Texting abbreviations and slang (“&” for “and”; “u” for “you”; “ i” for “I” and others in similar fashion ) 

 

 Incorrect title and quotation formatting 

 

 Misspelling words in the prompt or titles or characters’ and authors’  names 

 

 Improper MLA documentation and citations both within text and in a works cited  

 

 Improper possession: Using unnecessary apostrophes or not using them at all 

 

 Informal Language:   

 

good/bad stuff  very      really        things  any contractions 

 

 Phrases like: 

  

 “A lot” or “lots of” “There is”/ “There are” “usage of” or “use of”   

 

 “shows”  

 

 “the ________ is about…” 

 

 clichés for themes like “never judge a book by its cover…”  

 

 “…creates a mental picture”  or “helps the reader”   or “allows the reader to…” 

  

 “Editorializing” the work as “awesome,” or “brilliant,” or  “interesting,”  or “the best”… 

 

 Misspelling or misusing the following words (we will add to this list throughout the year if necessary) : 

  

imagery         savagery      villain  beginning character tragedy  

 

each other= 2 words         it’s = it is simile  metaphor high school= 2 words  

 

there, their, they’re  your, you’re  then, than      Shakespeare   therefore 


